

Walter Walkington Memory
Attending A Concert By Boat

During the early and mid-seventies there were classical and jazz concerts being held at Marine Stadium on the floating stage and boats were allowed to anchor behind the stage for a small fee.  My high school/college girlfriend's family had a 27 foot sailboat out of the Coconut Grove Sailing Club (CGSC) and her mother would prepare a cold chicken dinner picnic for the journey to the stadium.  Upon arriving, a skiff would approach with a clothespin tipped pole to retrieve a few dollars payment for the evening’s entertainment as the sun was preparing to set.  As the concerts played, sailors and crew would rock their boats from side to side in tune to beautiful music giving the attendees in the stands a view of many masts swaying to the music.  The sun had set and from our boat we gazed upward as the masts were passing constellations in the evening sky, a breeze occasionally swinging all boats simultaneously to new positions in the lagoon.  We felt a freedom of movement and delight as those in the stands were strapped to their seats and at the conclusion of the concert must find their cars to exit a crowded parking lot.  Alas, time to pull anchor, toast to good friends, another wonderful evening at Marine Stadium and a gentle sail back to home port.

