Gary Cook Memory

I produced and participated in parasailing shows at the Marine Stadium. I have fond memories of the place. We did some marvelous activities with great entertainment. The Marine Stadium is a viable, historical artifact.

I remember especially one show we did for a Bill Muncey (boat racer) program in 1974-5 that was televised nationally on ABC’s Wide World of Sports.  My friend and I put on a parasailing show. My friend used a double length towline-600 feet-for his parasail. When he got up above the tree line, the wind carried him over the Marine Stadium-right into a 100-foot-tall TV tower. The boat immediately stopped and he was wrapped around the tower. He ultimately climbed down the tower.

The parasailer was Mark McCulloh, a Miami resident who invented the sport! Mark holds the only U.S. patents and trademarks on machinery for parasailing.

In that same show, I had quite an adventure as well. I was parasailing and being towed by a powerful boat. I was broadcasting live from the Stadium as I was parasailing, using a walkie talkie. The engine of the boat died, the boat stopped, and I ended up taking a dunk in the water. I tried to hold the walkie talkie above the water but couldn’t. Motorola wasn’t very pleased. No matter how carefully you plan things out, sometimes things like this happened.

We had entertainment shows, evening programs, all kinds of things at the Marine Stadium. Things were a lot more liberal back then: I even parasailed individuals by towing them in a car on Rickenbacker Causeway in front of the Stadium!


