Xavier Suarez
 
I was Mayor of Miami from 1985 to 1993. I always loved the Stadium. I never bought into the theory that it had been seriously damaged by Hurricane Andrew in 1992. I did everything I could to keep the stadium from being demolished. Later I came to appreciate its seashell design, as explained by Hilario Candela.  
 
I have a few memories of this wonderful place. First was attending a Sunrise Easter Service at 5:30 AM and watching the sun come up as the service began.  It was absolutely gorgeous. I remember a little boat, followed by a number of other vessels, bringing the statue of Our Lady of Charity, across the bay from the little shrine next to Mercy Hospital. The venue made the religious service special precisely because of the natural wonders that surrounded us.
 
I also remember a Pops Concert on Bay. I was on the boat of Alvah Chapman, Miami’s great civic activist (and President of the Miami Herald and then Chairman of Knight-Ridder Newspapers); and we were anchored next to another boat, belonging to a friend of Alvah’s. We were close enough to hear the music and see the performance. It was a delightful way to enjoy a concert - reminiscent of open air concerts at Wolf trap in Virginia and at Dupont Circle in DC during my youth.

I remember The Phil Donahue Show, which was held at the Stadium. I gave him a proclamation and bantered with him. This time I was on the stage, and the acoustics were quite satisfactory. We had some give and take on stage and the place worked well, as the audience was near enough and scaled vertically enough by the stadium configuration that it seemed intimate and yet ample in seating capacity.
 
Finally there was a big rally to support our troops during the Gulf War. The place was packed. As Mayor, from a security standpoint, the Marine Stadium was ideal. You didn’t have to worry about people “rushing” the floating stage!
 
When I heard about the community initiative to save and restore the Marine Stadium, I got on board immediately. The Miami Marine Stadium will be a great asset to Miami.
