Steve Brown Memory
When I became Pastor of the Key Biscayne Presbyterian Church in 1973, it was not well known that our little Church was quietly responsible for producing the Easter Sunrise Services at the Miami Marine Stadium. My predecessor at the Key Biscayne Church was John Huffman. The Easter Sunrise Services were started by his father Dr. John Huffman, Sr. After many years, he eventually turned it over to the Key Biscayne Presbyterian Church.
We never did have problems getting well known speakers for the service…Billy Graham. Dr. Robert Schuller, Dr. Francis Schaeffer, just to name a few. All of the local television stations covered the event as well as being carried live on radio. The parking lots were filled and cars would be parked all along the Rickenbacker Causeway.

It was truly exciting to attend an Easter Sunrise Service. During my years at Key Biscayne Presbyterian Church, I served as the MC. Bill Schaffer was Minister of Music at the Key Biscayne Church. He always played the organ and piano and helped secure some wonderful guest musicians. The setting at the Marine Stadium was just beautiful. The sun rising over Biscayne Bay, the incredible music and speakers attracted a lot of people and all who attended were not necessarily church people-although the Easter message of Jesus’ resurrection was clear.

I particularly remember Dr. Francis Schaeffer. He was an internationally known author and apologist for the Christian faith.  He started a study center (L’Abri Fellowship) in Switzerland. Today, L’Abri Fellowship has study centers all over the world. At that time, Dr. Schaeffer had cancer, and it was terminal. I had really wanted him to speak at an Easter Sunrise Service. Dr. Schaeffer went into remission and we were able to bring him to Florida and have him to speak. We publicized it as follows: “Here’s a man who’s come back from the dead and he’s going to speak about another man who came back from the dead!”

If you restore the Marine Stadium, you will do a good thing for Miami!
