Rod Glaubman

I’ve probably spent more time around the Marine Stadium than anyone else. I was a base player for the Miami Philharmonic and played there numerous times. I also produced over 25 events at the Stadium; I know it inside out.

When we produced a show at the Stadium, my days would start at 5:00 AM. Producing a show was a complicated task and the load-in was vicious (it could be much easier now due to advances in stage technology). When we finished a show, the load-out usually wasn’t completed until 4:00 AM.
Doing a show at the Stadium was always different experience. Alvah Chapman Jr., at the time President of the Miami Herald, loved to take performers to the Marine Stadium on his yacht. One time he threw a line off his boat-hitting me.

Every show produced some unique memories. You had to work to keep the performers happy and this could sometimes be a challenge. I remember Ray Charles, who was not easy to work with. Mr. Charles did not like monitors so I told one of my stagehands to remove them.  As he went to take the monitor off stage, he bumped into the gooseneck microphone, which began to fall-directly on Ray Charles’ nose. Ray, of course, was blind so he didn’t see anything coming. Another stagehand quickly jumped in front of Ray Charles and prevented the mike from smacking Ray Charles right in the face.

Often, the memories were better.  Over time, we got better at producing shows at the Stadium and the performers began to really enjoy it. Spyro Gyra gave a concert at the Marine Stadium-and they arrived at the Stadium by cigarette boat. To this day, every time I see Jay Beckenstein (sax player with Spyro Gyra) he talks about the Marine Stadium and tells me that it was the most exciting show they’ve ever done.
As Co-Founder of Pace Concerts, which was one of the nation’s largest music programmers, I have been involved in concert presentations throughout Europe, the Caribbean, the United States and Canada. In all of the 15,000 events that I have seen or produced; I have NEVER seen a facility with more eye appeal and magic than the Marine Stadium. I have seen producers, cities, governments and architects around the world TRY and create the magic that the Marine Stadium already HAS.
