Nereida Garcia Ferraz Memory

I was always attracted to the Marine Stadium. It always reminded me of a similar Stadium in Havana that was right on the Malecon.  Both through their design and its geographical position near the water, I thought the two stadiums were similar.

When I went to the Marine Stadium for the first time, I thought it was amazing. I could not believe it was so beautiful, and in such good shape; it was in much better shape than I thought it would be. But I also felt very angry. How could you let a building like this, so important and beautiful, be abandoned? I see it as a symbol of the City. Instead of embracing it or fixing it, it is ignored.

When Rosa Lowinger (curator of Concrete Paradise:The Miami Marine Stadium exhibit at the Coral Gables Museum) came to me and said that a group was trying to save and restore the Stadium, I thought this was perfect. We have all of this good stuff and we should appreciate what is there. So I had an instant connection-and a necessity for doing something.

When I was at the Stadium, I thought “What happened to all of these pieces of the Stadium?”. It is a labor of love, bringing this place back to what it should be. It is also a necessity, making it a place for future generations to enjoy.

I felt that the positioning of the seats, right in front of the water, establishes a relationship between the water and the Stadium. That wood has been sitting there in front of the elements for decades. It was easy to think about the wood, how it has been exposed to the water and the salt, and how the blue of the water is contained in the wood. The seats bring to mind the Stadium itself and they will always be connected to the Stadium.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I used the seats as the basis for my pieces. I painted them, and I was inspired by the Cuba: the urban landscapes, the colors, zig zag shapes, and the architecture of Cuba.

So my love for this building translated into sculpture. These are my first sculpture pieces; I usually work in two dimensions. At first, the pieces were hanging on the wall pieces but they got bigger and became free standing. I got interested in how an object which had a previous life can be infused with it.
