Maurice A. Ferré Memory
Mayor, City of Miami, 1973-85

The person behind the creation of the Miami Marine Stadium (MMS) in 1963 was Mel Reese. I became a City of Miami Commissioner in 1967.  Reese was the City Manager of Miami for 13 years, much longer than anyone.  Reese was like a benign military dictator.  As long as Reese was there, you knew the Miami Marine Stadium would be well and honestly administered.  Mel retired from the City of Miami in 1974.

Manager Reese was the person who came up with the idea for the floating stage. The stage was moored on the other side of the MMS Basin. It was fixed to steel cables that were suspended under the water across the basin. When there was a show, there were winches that would bring the stage across the lagoon in front of the Miami Marine Stadium. The cables also kept the barge stable.  It was a perfect musical stage/shell. 

When I became Mayor in 1973, there was a lot of development pressures on the Miami Marine Stadium Basin. Many developers wanted to build condos anywhere on the scarcely available Miami waterfront.  Frances Wolfson, Col. Mitchell’s (CEO-Wometco) wife, convinced Seagram’s, Lewis S. Rosensteil to fund the University of Miami Marine Environmental School that is now named for him on Virginia Key. I helped create MAST Academy and the Miami Rowing Club, both on the water in the MMS Basin.  Cesar Odio, who was Assistant City Manager at the time, was the driving force behind the creation of the Miami Rowing Club. By so doing, we created compatible uses for the Miami Marine Stadium, and thus keep it out of the hands of the hungry South Florida land developers.

During my 12- year as Mayor of Miami, there were a lot of events at the Miami Marine Stadium, boat races, concerts, etc. The Catholic Church developed a yearly Ceremony for Our Lady of Charity, the Patron Saint of Cuba.  A copy of the statue of the Patron Saint of Cuba would be towed in front of the Miami Marine Stadium and a high mass would be celebrated on the MMS stage. The Stadium was always packed for our Lady of Charity Day.

Commissioner JL Plummer was very important to the Miami Marine Stadium. JL was a Miami City Commissioner for 27 years, from 1970-1997 (again a record run).  MMS had a patron saint since its first construction, for over 35 years

There were some larger-than-life characters who were around the MMS. I particularly remember Bernie Little. Little was a good friend of Augie Busch (CEO of Budweiser), Little helped put on many of the big boat races at the MMS. 

Besides Little’s humongous yacht, The Eagle, Budweiser would bring to Miami their famous draw horse teams with Dalmatians and all.  The Budweiser boat races were world class acts, respected in all boating circles.  Since the close of the MMS there has never been a duplication anywhere of the MMS Budweiser Hydrofoil Boat Races. 
 
The Miami Marine Stadium is an important architectural historic legacy of the City of Miami to the State of Florida and its people.  

