George Gutierrez Memory

I saw many concerts at the Marine Stadium-Queen, Lynyrd Skynyrd, Greg Allman when he began touring solo. We always had a great time at the Stadium.
 
I was a teenager back then, and at the Stadium you could do things a little bit differently. We didn’t pay for many of the concerts-since we went by boat. A couple of friends and I would put a canoe on the roof of our car and take it out to Virginia Key. We would then paddle the canoe over to the Marine Stadium. In the beginning, there were no patrol boats so if you went by water, you didn’t have to pay. Later, the police did begin to send some law enforcement boats-but with one or two police boats and dozens of pleasure boats, it was still easy to get in.
 
There would be a lot of boats at these events, and we would just raft up to larger boats. Once you tied up, it was like a giant floating platform and you could walk across the other boats, drink and smoke and do anything you like. Everyone was friendly, as long as you had something to share.

I really remember The Queen concert like it was yesterday. What a phenomenal show. It was some time in the mid-1970s, when Queen was on the way up, not the huge act they would become. Freddie Mercury was in his prime, and back in those days you could enjoy a true “live performance” since there was no lip synching.

I remember there was a large sailboat at that show. And the owner had a lawn chair which he somehow hoisted up to the top of the mast. He had the best seat in the house!

It was really sad to see those shows stopped. We always had a great time.
