Bill Seebold Memory
I spent a lot of time racing boats at the Miami Marine Stadium. I started around 1968-1969. I remember my first race-it was an Orange Bowl Regatta. I raced a seven liter, which is one step below the largest boats, the Unlimited Hydroplanes.  I ran the “Long Gone”; the guy who owned the boat was a condo and apartment developer. He had gotten hurt racing the boat. This was in the pre-safety era. I raced outboard boats, tunnel boats, everything, and I won many races at the Miami Marine Stadium.

Each race had its own little story.  I remember once doing a 225-mile marathon-one of the longest races of the day. I was leading, had just rounded the last turn on the last lap-and ran out of gas. That was tough.
Another time I was doing the APBA Sport National Championships and coming down the back stretch and there was a strong wind current. I got pushed further out and ran right over the turn buoy. My boat then nose dived-at 125 miles an hour-straight into the water. Another good memory!

Then there was the “triple blow over” which includes probably the most famous sequence of photos of boat racing from the Miami Marine Stadium. There were three tunnel boats almost side by side-and I was on the outside lane. Tunnel boats are like airplane wings; they generate a lot of lift. But 2-3 together, and it is even more. The boats all of a sudden stood straight up and flipped at the same time. So much wood so many boats. I was in the outside lane and saw it all while travelling at over 110 miles an hour. Amazingly, all three drivers walked away without a scratch.
The memorable times also included times of no racing. I once remember coming down from St. Louis to Miami for a Mercury-OMC (Johnson-Evinrude) blow-out race. There were 15-20 drivers on each team. After driving all night, we stayed in Key Biscayne. For the weekend, the temperature was 29 degrees and the winds were 40-45 miles an hour. Needless to say, the race got cancelled. 

Back when I raced, boat racing really needed the Miami Marine Stadium-and it still does. It was a happening place, good for the sport, and the community also. It still could be a star on any racing circuit, both U.S. and International! And what is it for but to bring exposure to Miami! In racing, you either win or lose and there is no in between, so Miami needs to set the stage for the future of boat racing!
