Ben Harris Memory

As a teenager, I was a fan of big band music. So, when I heard that Benny Goodman was coming to the Miami Marine Stadium (about 1980), I just had to go. I had just turned 18 and gotten my driver’s license. I couldn’t get anyone to drive me, so my parents told me that I could go if I took my younger brother-and paid for his ticket.

I remember driving over the Causeway on the way to the concert. There was a lot of traffic; a lot of people, I juts remember how excited I was to see someone so famous like that. We got into the Marine Stadium, and soon the band started playing on the floating barge with a gangplank extending to the Stadium.

The concert was fantastic. Benny was drinking on stage; he had one beer, then another. He actually got so drunk that he played the same song twice in a row! He was just leaning back and playing; it was wonderful. 
After the concert, I tried to get on to the stage. I had an old 78 RPM Benny Goodman record that I wanted him to sign. The security guard wouldn’t let me on to the stage. But then a pretty redhead saw that I had a little camera with me and said” Would you mind taking a picture of me?”. I said “sure” and she told the guard “he’s with me” and we then marched across the gangplank.  The lady turned out to be Doris George, Secretary for the Florida Philharmonic.

After we got on to the barge, we then walked onto the private yacht where Benny was holding court. He refused to sign autographs for everyone, but when he saw my 78 RPM record, he signed it.

Then Doris said “Please take a picture of me, Benny, and the Conductor of the Florida Philharmonic and send it to me”.  I took the photo.

At the time, I was working for K-Mart. I turned the film into K-Mart to have them develop it-and they lost it. I couldn’t believe it. But then six months later, one of my office workers was in a K-Mart down South doing an extra shift. She called me to say “You’re not going to believe this, but we found your photo”. I called the Florida Philharmonic to reach Doris but the Philharmonic was out of business.
About ten years later, I was working in my Aunt and Uncle’s jewelry store, and a pretty redhead came in to buy some jewelry-it was Doris! I told her that I did have the photo and she got very excited.  So I brought the picture back into the shop, and Doris came back with her husband, Herb George, who was a famous singer in Miami performing at places like the Fontainebleau.

Doris loved the photo of herself and Benny, and she and her husband became great customers of our store. I still have Benny’s signed 78 RPM record on my wall.

