
Anthony Ascenzo Memory
Construction of Miami Marine Stadium

I worked on construction of the Miami Marine Stadium. I was a carpenter’s apprentice, working with my Dad. I had graduated High School in 1962.

Millman Construction was the General Contractor. My Dad had worked for them on other projects, including one of the campuses at Miami Dade Community College.

My Dad was the head guy, responsible for the whole layout, making sure everything went into place; the project was very complicated. I spent a lot of time building the wooden forms that concrete was poured into. 

I remember working on the bottom deck. They actually had a barge go underneath the Marine Stadium to remove the forms. I remember falling in the water.  

We built the upper deck with wooden forms, but aluminum pans were put in the forms to hold the concrete. I remember that when they removed the scaffolding, the roof dropped 18 inches.

I called the columns in the back of the Stadium “spaceship ???”. There was so much rebar in it, the iron workers were amazed.

Everyone was in awe of what we were trying to accomplish. We were glad to be a part of it, it was something totally different.

I began travelling in the mid-1990s and I when I came back to Miami, I was disappointed to see what happened to the Marine Stadium. I couldn’t believe that the City allowed the Stadium to get run down-it was great and I would love to see it back.
